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Extract from a Speech of the Rev. James Smith, B. Before the Balti- 


timore Conference Missionary Socicty, at the Annual Meeting in A- 
pril, 1823. 


In acting a part, however humble, whose tendency, in communica- 
ting facts of missionary enterprize and success, shall,.in any degree 
operate to diffuse the missionary spirif, by affording additional incen- 
tive and encouragement to miésionary exertions, every minister of 
the gospel should feel himself strictly within the spirit, and broad 
provisions, of the great commission, “Go ye into all the world & preach 
the gospel to every creature; and Lo! Iam with you alway, even to the 
end of the world.” 3 

While other Christian churches, both in Europe & America, were, 
for years, engaged in exertions with the direct co-operation of mis.. 
sionary societies for sending the gospel (to the different quarters of 
the globe) the benighted inhabitants of regions of spiritual darkness 
and death; we contented ourselves with directing our exertions, al- 
most exclusively, to the object of evangelizmg the inhabitants of the 
Unitec States, 

Truly missionary in the spirit and character‘of our itinerant insti- 
tutions, ushering forth preachers of the word of life, from our several) 
annual conferences, spreading themselves over so vast a tract of coun 
try, as the United States and territories included; and finding there, ™ 
much material for operation—much fallow grownd yet unbroken up 
—we and our fathers thought but little of extending our labours be- 
yond the means then at our eommand. 

_ But we hail the day which gave birth to the organization of mis- 
sionary societies, a3 ominous of brighter prospects. and pregnant with 
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consequences as promising to unborn milhons of the human race, a¢ 
they must be truly heart cheering to every enlightened believer. 

We cannot but cherish the hope, that the organization of these es- 
tablishments among us, was designed in the order of the human af- 
fairs, and perhaps, in the dispensations of a beneficent Providence, 
to form a new and bright era in the history of Methodism, in Ameri- 
ca. 
Our fathers, in bearing off from the extreme of making the gospel 
a matter of merchandize, seem to have fallen into.the opposite one, 
of impressing the members of our Church with the sentiment, that 
money is of too little importance, m the present circumstances of 
Christianity, a3 an auxiliary in propagating the gospel in the earth. 

This, perhaps, was among the causes which operated to pre- 
vent us s0 long, from coming forward and organizing missionary s0- 
cieties, for carrying the word of life tof#he heathen, at home and a- 
broad. But, it isour duty to improve by the vices as well as the 
. virtues, of our ancestors in general, even so, also, does it behoove us 
to avoid the errors, into which our fathers,in the same common cause, 
have been betrayed, by improving the results of their experience, 


When it is recollected how prevailing a vice avarice is, and, i 
what rank the New Testament places this vice, or rather fruitful 
source of many vices; and how great an agency it exerted in the 
darker ages of the church, in procuring for a corrupt priesthood the 
sceptre of dominion and proscription, it is not at all to be wondered 
at, that the common sense of both preachers and people, should be 
rigidly exerted in duly scrutinizing and appreciating the objects of 
pecuniary appropriations, before they should liberally contribute to- 
wards them. 

But when these objects are found to be clearly such, as the whole 
spirit and tenor of the New Testament most evidently sanction and 
approve; and the means proposed for carrying thém into effect,have, 
by the test of increasing experiment, acquired an almost undisputed, 
and actually «n unquestionable claim upon our confidence, longer 
to hesitate, under such circumstances, would, perhaps, be criminal. 


Nay, when we reflect with what reluctance the human heart is 
found to engage in enterprizes, which have for their object, the best 
(the spiritual) interests of man, this fact, ought to divert our suspi- 
cions from abroad, homewards; and induce us to bend pur wills, to the 
most resolute and steady exertions, to cultivate and call forth, in fa- 
vour of such a cause, the most enlarged liberality and active benevo 
lence. Such, my brethren, is the missionary cause, on which we 
have the honor to address you. ‘The missionary cause, may be said 
' to be emphatically the cause of God. When it is recollected that 
Christianity is a religion, which provides salvation for depraved and 
guilty men, through a divine Mediator, by the sanctifying influences 
of the Holy Ghost: and that the gospel is the appropriate means, un- 
der God, of conveying the knowledge of this religion to the world; 
it must Appear to every Christian, even on the first blush of the sub- 
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ject, that the propagation of it among all the members of our cor- 

rupt and guilty race, 18 a business of the deepest moment: and, one, 

to subserve the interest of which, every Christian must feel hini- 

self bougd by the highest social, moral, and RELIGIOUS OBLIGATIONS. 
——_i ) 

Extract from a letter from the Rev. Mr. Summerfield to the Editors 
of the New-York Commercial Advertiser. 

“Tam now safely arrived in England, and have for the 
last ten days been feasting my fainting appetite on those 
intellectual dainties, which the present season never fails 
to provide for all who prefer the prosperity of Zion to ° 
their chief joy. Immediately after the anniversary of the 
Protestant Bible Society at Paris, I hastened my depar- 
ture, and arrived here just in time to skim the.cream of 
some of the sweetest dishes that earth can possibly af- 
ford. ‘The anniversaries began three days alter 1 reach- 
ed London; and I have really fatigued myself in plod- 
ding through them, though they are but just entered up- 
on. I obtaineda printed list of the principal®ones, and 
find that from the 29th of April to the 7th of June there 
are no less than fifty-three! You will be perhaps as much 
surprised as I was at this number, and wonder that names 
can be attached to so many associatious formed by the 
Christian commonwealth for the benefit of man,—many 
of them [ never heard of before—some were familiar to 
me: however, they include every thing which the ingenu- 
ity of man could invent-for the amelioration of the moral 
condition of his fellow man—for, indeed, mgenuity. has 
been connected with mercy in this astonishing display of 
philanthropy. 

“Amid the vast variety, you may be sure that:those 
anniversaries immediately connected with our own instt- 
tutions claimed a firstrank in my attentions. Yesterday 
was held our.-General Missionary Meeting in City Road 
Chapel—what.a scene! Although the chair was not ta- 
ken till 11, the people began to collect-at 7 and 8 o’clocky 
each anxious to secure a place, willing patiently to en- 
dure the fatigue of the live-long day till 5 in the ‘after- 
noon. None were admitted’ but on tickets, and no tick- 

ets were issued but ta subscribers of one guinea per. an: 
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num, of this class, there were no less tham five thousand 


five hundred, although the Chapel would not contain more 
than half the number. 
ee S'S Ce 
FOR THE GOSPEL TRUMPET. 


DOCTRINAL LETTERS. 
, LETTER Il, 
Resrectep Sir, 
You will remember, in my last that I concluded, the 
doctrine of the atonement was so intimately connected 
with the real Dwinity of Christ, that they.rose ,or were 
demolished together: and promised to make it my sub- 
jectinthis. Inowcomply. Albagree that whatever the 
atonement is, it was affected by the sufferings and death 
of Christ. The subject, or question is fairly stated as 
follows: ‘For what purpose did Christ suffer, and die?” 
To this question the world has given two answers. Ist. 
“fle suffered, and died asa martyr, and his sufferings 
were only téstamentary.”’ 2d° He suffered, and died, not 
only as a martyr, but as a sacrifice for sin; and his suffer- 
ings were not only testamentary, but also proprtiatory. 
All’who deny his Divinity give the former answer; and 
all who receive it give the latter. As you have learned 
from my last letter, that I maintain his Divinity, you will, 
of course, expect me to espouse the last answer to the 
question. IL assure you, sir, I do espouse it cordially. As 
this latter answer to the question and his Divinity are sa 
intimately connected, the same plan will exhibit both 
clearly, andestablish them firmly. As his nature Is two- 
fold; Uhave no objection to assert his suffermgs and death 
had a two-fold design; viz:—asa_ martyr, and of course 
testamentary, and as a sacrifice, and of course propitiatory. 
I admit, and believe his sufferings, and death were testa- 
mentary. Then I grant all they contend for. Their er- 
ror then seems to be, that their answer does not extend 
fat enough; but is correct as far as it goes, The last an- 
swer to the question, divides itself into two distinct propo- 
sitions; viz: his sufferings were both ¢estamentary, and 
propitiatory. ‘The first proposition all are agreed upon. 
Now all scriptures urged against his vicarious sufferings, 
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only prove his sufferings were testamentary; and tend on- 
ly to establish the first part of my position. J wish thig 
particularly to be remembered!! But while I grant his 
sufferings and death, were testamentary; I find a class of 
scriptures, respecting his sufferings, which cannot be un- 
derstood, without admitting his wearious sufferings. The 
last proposition becomes the subject of discussion. The 
scriptures are the only grounds of decision. Ali who re- 
ceive his testamentary sufferings only; assert that his suffer- 
ings were only designed to have an influence upon human 
beings, and in no wise upon God. 

The influence designed, was to assure men of the truth 
of God, and love of God, and to be an incentive to faith. 
Now this Tadmit. But they deny his sufferings had any 
tendency to procure dwine favor; or his sacrifice any 


real power to justify or cleanse. ‘he issue willl depend. 


on the following questions. Ist. Did Christ suffer in our 
stead? 2d. Were these sufferings designed to procure di- 
vine favor, or pardon? 3d. Have they any attendency to 
sanctify? To these, all who deny his Divinity answer, No, 
But all who receive it answer, Yes. 

Ist Quest. Did Christ suffer in our stead? ‘That he 
did, appears as follows; The scriptures, speaking of the 
sufferings of Christ, say that “he died for us,” he died 
for our sins.”? In all the places, I have examined, where 
these forms of speech occur, the Latin version translates 
them by the preposition pro or propter before an ablatwe 
case, Now, sir, itis known to you, that the primary 
meaning, of these prepositions, is instead of. The com- 
mon form of expression, is pro nobis, or pro precatis, “for 
us,” or “for our sins.”? In the 5th chap. 2d Cor. 20, 21 
verses these forms occur. ‘The first is pro Christo, 
and this is translated, in our Bible in Christ’s stead; and 
the very same form, pro nobis, is translated, in the same 


chapter for us; which, according to the translation, in the 


first clause, (which translation all our opponents agree to) 
should be translated in our stead. is strange that this 
form of expression, should mean in the stead of a thing; 
when applied to any thing but the sufferings of ourvadora., 
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ble Redeemer!! Again, the scriptures repeatedly say 
he died for our sins. Now if his sufferings were only 
testamentary, their testimony was designed only to effect 
us. Lut all the scriptures, speaking of his dying for sin, 
say that his sufferings bear some relative influence upon 
sin. I ask, what inftuence, if his sufferings were only 
testamentary, could they have upon sin? On our view of 
the subject we have an answer, viz: to wash them away; 
but I doubt whether any can be given on the other side of 
the question. Ifhe suffered not in our stead, how can we 
understand that expression 2d Cor. 5. 2ist, for he hath 
made him sin for uss or as isnow an approved translation 
asin ofiering. Ifhis sufferings were only testamentary, 
should not the expression have been, a truth, or testamen- 
tary offering? The text can only be interpreted, by ad- 
mitting the scripture fact; he wasa sacrifice for our. sins. 
Again, 1 Pet. 3,18, he is said to have suffered for sin the 
just for the unjust. Here, the very same form of expres- 
sion occurs again; pro injustis, ‘instead of the unjust.” 
Here is a correct idea, of the atonement, full and complete. 
Again, the scriptures say ‘the bore our sins in his own 
body.’ It pleased the Lord, to lay upon him, the iniquity 
of usall.”” Now, sir, here we see those sins, peculiarly 
our own, laid upon Christ. Every prejudice apart, the 
simple, and undeniable idea, which intrudes itself upon us, 
is our sins were a burden, which burden was laid upon 
the shoulders of Christ. But who can doubt, but that 
we ought to bear the burden of our own sins? But this 
the texts above, assert Christ bore. ‘Therefore, Christ: 
bore them inour stead. Do but enter into. the prophet’s 
declaration of the atonement, and with me, sir, you shall 
exclaim, 
“Tis all my hope, and ali my plea, for me the Saviour died.” 


We now come to the second question, which is so in- 
timately connected with the first, that they stand or fall 
together. 

2d Quest. Were these sufferings designed to procure 
divine favour? In this, sir, I think I have the advantage of 
all opponents, ‘They assert his sufferings were testamene 
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tary; arid produce scriptures to prove. ‘To their position 
J assent. For it is but the first part of my own. But I 
produce s¢riptures which prove more. ‘Now, sir, by 
what rule will they prove a.negative; viz: that his suffer- 
ings do not procure divine favour? Do the scriptures 
assert those sufferings are not propitiatory? I think lam 
assured there is not such a textin the Bible. If they col- 
lect their testimony, it only proves the first part of my 
position; viz: his sufferings were testamentary. Every 
scripture urged against the last position is reducible to 
prove the first. I proceed. Divine favour, the scriptures 
assure us, could only be tendered to men, upon the grounds 
of a satisfaction being made for sin. ‘The same scriptures 
assure us, this satisfaction was made by the death, and 
sufferings of Christ. Dan. 9,24. The expression is ‘and 
tomake reconciliation for iniquity.” This, the former, 
part of the verse assures us, was to be done in 70 weeks; 
and the following verse assures us that, at that time the 
Messiah should come, who shoald do it; and to this the 
Apostle refers, and quotes it verbatim; Heb. 2. 17, and ap- 
plies it to Christ; ‘*to make reconciliation for the sins of 
the people.” Now sir, I would ask, to whom was this re- 
conciliation made? If the sufferings of Christ were only 
testamentary, then they were only tendered to the children 
of men; because designed only to effect them. But did 
Christ make reconciliation, to the people, for their own 
sins? It would be hard to assert this, Yet all oppo- 
nents, to be consistent, must assert it. It has been tri- 
umphantly asked, “If Christ died, as a sacrifice for sin, to 
procure our pardon, or to purchase our souls, to whom 
then mustthe price have been paid? It must be paid 
to Satan,” (say they.) This, sir, 1 have heard as- 
serted. We will now answer the question. 

It wastendered to God the Father. That we were 
purchased, by Christ, appears from the following scrip- 
tures. 1. Cor. 6. 20.—Acts 20, 28.—1. Pet. 1. 18.—19. 
anc 1. Tim. 2. 6. which I shall set down. ‘Who gave 
his life a ransom for all.” This “ransom” is called his 
blood. 1 Pet. 1.19. And elsewhere this “ransom. is 
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called his person. Now to whom was the blood or life, 
or person of Christ offered? Let the following scriptures 
answer. Eph, 5. 2. “He gave himself for us an offer- 
ing, and a sacrifice to God.” Heb. 9. 14. “How much 
more shall the blood of Christ, who, through the eternal 
spirit, offered himself, without spot roGop! 1. Cor. 5. 
7. “Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.” Here, sir, 
we know that the passover, among the Jews, was sacrifi- 
ced to God: Therefore Christ was sacrificed to God.— 
Many more could be adduced, but these are sufficient. 
I now, sir,am prepared tosay, 1 am not ashamed to an- 
swer that Christ, dur atoning sacrifice was tendered to 
God. I blush not to own this most comfortable truth. I 
hope, sir, this will establish us, immovable against all the 
ingenious, and deep laid attacks against us. Here sim- 
ple truth, in her artless and powerful form has come forth 
to our aid. And shall we leave her assuring countenance 
for the fine spun metaphysics of our day? 1 add the last 
argument. 

Christ is called a proputiation 1 John 2. 2.—Rom. 3. 25. 
—1 John, 4.10. Heis saidtobe a propitiation for our 
sins. Now, sir, this you know, is a substantive derived 
from our verb fo propitiate. But from whence have we 
our verb? Certainly from the Latin propitzo, “I appease, 
Icalm, I atone.” ‘These are all the definitions given it, 
by Entick. Then, sir, fropitiatio being its substantive, 
must of course be defined “that which appeaseth, calm- 
eth, &c.” If Christ be this propitiation for sin, and this 
proprtiation appease, calm, atone, &c., whom does ‘tap- 
pease or calm? We cannot say he propitiates us. We 
blush to answer he propitiates the Devi/. Then it alone 
remains to be applied to God. Let us never blush, to 
own, sir, what the unerring spirit of wisdom declares.— 
Letus break through the peculiar prejudices of our na- 
tive state, and assert the pure doctrines of revelation with 


abe 


becoming confidence.—I come to the last question. It 
also stands or falls with the others. 


Quest. 3d. Have these sufferings an attendency to 
sangtily, or purge? ‘To this all, who deny his propitia- 


‘ 











THE GOSPEL TRUMPET. . j21 


tory sufferings, answer No. But we answer Yes. The 

three questions above are soconnected, that to deny one, 

is to deny all; and to prove one is to establish all. The 
following scriptures prove the poiat. Eph. 5. 25. Math. 
26.28.—John 1..27.—Rom. 5. 9.—Heb. 1.3. He pur- 

ged our sins by his own blood. 2 John 1. 7.—And the 

prophet adds “by his stripes we are healed.” I could en- 
large, but surely this isenough. We learn then, that by 
his death, and sufferings we are justified, and sanctified, 
and washed from our sins in the blood of Christ. Rev. 1. 
6. I trust, sir, we have had, a correct, clear view of the 
atonement of Christ. I must now canclude this commu- 
nication, by calling our attention to the important doctrine 
we have stated. ‘he son of God, a victim immolated 
for oursins, What love constrainedhim? I may ask, 
what madness has seized his creatures, that they should 
call in question the suffering of their Redeemer for their 
sins? ‘The bitter pains which attended his death, will for- 
evef disprove an opponent’s assertion, viz: he died as a 
martyr only. Martyrs have triumphed in bearing their 
testimony, and sufferings. But when esus dies, he groans 
i till the very earth trembles; and the heavens are hung in 
* mourning, while he undergoes the cruel pang. This, sir, 
is an argument which proves what I have tried to prove, 
by a course of reasoning. And while it confounds, it rends 
asunder the heart with the deepest compunction. IfChrist 
has thus suffered for out souls, let us seek full redemption 
‘ in these sufferings. Let us not only assent to this impor- 
| tant doctrine of atonement, in a private manner, but let us 
_-——tome forth boldly in the maintainance of this essential 
| doctrine of revelation. Let us esponse, and maintain it as 
a doctrine, and exhibit the virtues of that atonement, in our 


lives. Yours in the bonds of friendship, 
JOHN P. DURBIN. 
—0t 3/5 
WESTERN COUNTRY. 


Under this head the New York Observer remarks, that 
the rapid progress of population in the western country, 
is without an example in history—that in 1790, the States 


west of the Alleghany Mountains, contained scarcely 
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called his person. Now to whom was the blood or life, 
or person of Christ offered? Leet the following scriptures 
answer. Eph. 5. 2. “He gave himself for us an offer- 
ing, and a sacrifice to God.” Heb. 9. 14. “How much 
more shall the blood of Christ, who, through the eternal 
spirit, offered himself, without spot roGop! 1. Cor. 5. 
7. “Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.” Here, sir, 
we know that the passover, among the Jews, was sacrifi- 
ced to God: Therefore Christ was sacrificed to God.— 
Many more could be adduced, but these are suff.cient. 
I now, sir,am prepared tosay, 1 am not ashamed to an- 
swer that Christ, dur atoning sacrifice was tendered to 
God. I blush not to own this most comfortable truth. I 
hope; sir, this will establish us, immovable against all the 
ingenious, and deep laid attacks against us. Here sim- 
ple truth, in her artless and powerful form has come forth 
to our aid. And shall we leave her assuring countenance 
for the fine spun metaphysics of our day? I add the last 
argument. 

Christ is called a propitiation 1 John 2. 2.—Rom. 5. 25. 
—1 John, 4.10. Heis saidtobe a propitiation for our 
sins. Now, sir, this you know, is a substantive derived 
from our verb to propitiate. But from whence have we 
our verb? Certainly from the Latin propitw, “Lappease, 
Icalm, I atone.” ‘These are all the definitions given it, 
by Entick. Then, sir, profrtiatio being its substantive, 
must of course be defined “that which appeaseth, calm- 
eth, &c.” If Christ be this propitiation fo: sin, and this 
propitiation appease, calm, atone, &c., whom does it ap- 
pease or calm? We cannot say he propitiates us. We 
blush to answer he propitiates the Devil. Then it alone 
remains to be applied to God. Let us never blush, to 
own, sir, what the unerring spirit of wisdom declares. — 
Letus break through the peculiar prejudices of our na- 
tive state, and assert the pure doctrines of revelation with 
a becoming confidence.—I come to the last question. It 
also stands or falls with the others. 

Quest. 3d. Have these sufferings an attendency to 
sangtify, or purge? ‘To this all, who deny his propitia- 
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tory sufferings, answer No. But we answer Yes. The 
three questions above are so connected, that to deny one, 
is to deny all; and to prove one Is to establish all. The 
following scriptures prove the point. Eph. 5. 25. Math. 
26.28.—John 1..27.—Rom. 5. 9.—Heb. 1.3. He pur- 
eed our sins by his own blood. 1 John 1. 7—And the 
prophei adds “by his stripes we are healed.” I could en- 
large, but surely this isenough. We learn then, that by 
his death, and sufferings we are justified, and sanctified, 
and washed from our sins in the blood of Christ. Rev. 1. 
6. I trust, sir, we have had, a correct, clear view of the 
atonement of Christ. 1 must now canclude this commu- 
nication, by calling our attention to the important doctrine 
we have stated. ‘lhe son of God, a victim immolated 
for oursins. What love constrainedhim? I may ask, 
what madness has seized his creatures, that they should 
call in question the suffering of their Redeemer for their 
sins? ‘The bitter pains which attended his death, will for- 
evef disprove an opponent’s assertion, viz: he died as a 
martyr only. Martyrs have triumphed in bearing their 
testimony, and suff sings. But whens esus dies, he groans 
till the very earth trembles; and the heavens are hung in 
mourning, while he undergoes the cruel pang. This, sir, 
is an argument which proves what I have tried to prove, 
by a course ofreasoning. And while it confounds, it rends 
asunder the heart with the deepest compunction. If Christ 
has thus suffered for oat souls, let us seek full redemption 
in these sufferings. Let us not only assent to this impor- 
tant doctrine of atonement, in a private manner, but let us 
_-—tome forth boldly in the maintainance of this essential 
} doctrine of revelation. Let us espouse, and maintain it as 
a doctrine, and exhibit the virtues of that atonement, in our 
lives. Yours in the bonds of friendship, 


JOHN P. DURBIN. 
a 


WESTERN COUNTRY. 
Under this head the New York Observer remarks, that 
the rapid progress of population in the western country, 


G is without an example in history—that in 1790, the States 
K west of the Alleghany Mountains, contained scarcely 
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100,000 inhabitants—that in 1820, the same district of’ 
country, contained more than 2,000,000 inhabitants. 

From these facts, the Observer draws some most a- 
larming moral deductions. He supposes, that emigrant: 
are usually persons in indigent circumstances—that it 
must be several years before they can erect comfortable 
dwellings and enjoy some of the most common privileges 
of older settlements, and that “during this whole period, 
thev are without Ministers, &c.” ‘That by the time they 
can be so circumstanced, as to enjoy and support those 
religious institutions, they will have lost their relish for 
those things. ‘That finally, this view clearly exhibits this 
great truth, that the character of our countrymen has c 
strong tendency to degeneracy! 


We have often been astonished, that our eastern bre- 
thren have received views of us, in the west, as unjust 
and degrading as they have, and more so, that they re- 
tain them uncorrected. An opinion seems to have ob- 
tained among them, that every approximation toward 
the settlements of the Aboriginese, necessarily implies a 
proportionate retrograde progression, in our moral condi- 
tion, towards savage manners, and savage vices. We 
think it time to correct these mistaken views. We feel 
bound to express ourselves in terms of highest commeda- 
tion, for the Christian sympathies excited in the bosoms 
of our eastern friends, by the ideal wretchedness of our 
condition, and our only motive is to correct their errors. 

Itis not true, that the large majority of emigrants are 
in indigent circumstances. Many, very manv wealthy 
men, come to the west for the purpose of settling their 
children around them, and for other purposes of profit and 
convenience; while very many more fly to our state, (Q- 
hio) to escape the appalling horrors of slavery. But we 
confess, that many who come toour country are in limi- 
ted circumstances in their temporal concerns—many have 
not “comfortable dwellings, &c.”” And must it there- 
fore follow, as an unavoidable consequence, that while 
this is the case, we can have no gospel ministry—no egra- 
etous means—no church ordinances and immunities ?—~ 
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No, thank Heaven, “the poor have the gospel preached 
untothem.” But itis asked, “how are we supplied with 
gospel ministers?” Weanswer, many have come from 
the older states toseek the wanderers of Israel, in the wil- 

derness; while many more have been raised up among 
ourselves, who are burning and shining lights! We have 
in this state, several hundred faithful heralds of salvation, 

of different orders of christians who devote themselves to 
“the work of the Ministry, the edifying of the body of 
Christ.” And though,they may not have splendid church- 
esto preach in, they are content to see God’s pleasure 
prospering in their hands in wooden log houses, or Cab- 
ins, or Barns, or in the Groves. And if they cannot get 
large salaries, they are content ,with small ones. And if 
the pressure of pecuniary embarrassments, prevents them 
from getting money, ‘“ourrich, our eden lands” furnish 
them an abundant supply of the actual necessaries of life. 
Men, who wait not for large and wealthy settlements to 
be made, before they can preach to them, but penetrating 
the uncultivated woods, where two or three are found 
they sound the gospel trump. And why should our east- 
ern brethren think that we would neglect the gospel un- 
til placed in easy circumstances? Do they suppose our 
Sabbaths are devoted to the business of husbandry and 
mechanic arts? In no place that we have any know- 

ledve of, are the people so unwerscal in their attendance 
on the ordinances of God’s House, as in this country.— 
But again, why must we of necessity be wicked, because 
We arenot wealthy? “Hearken my brethren, hath not 
God chosen the poor of this world, rich in faith, & heirs of 
the kingdom?” Weare, in a great measure, free from 
the oppression of the rich—the fashionable folies of the 
wealthy—from luxury, the mother of pride, and (of ne- 
cessity,) from idleness, the canker worm of virtue, the 
destroyer of health and contentment, the mother of sin, 
and the fruitful and unfailing source of all kinds of moral 
evil, But let us weigh matter of fact against the theo- 
ries of a foreignspeculator In Ohio, there are belong- 
ing to one denomination alone, between 30 and 40,000 
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members, and several other orders are very little, if any 
behind innumbers! In one denomination, in one. year, 
there was an increase of near 7,000 members, in this state. 
A very few years since, Olio was a natural as well as mo- 
ral wilderness; now we have hundreds of chapels,societies, 
ministets, Bible societies, Sabbath schools, Missionary 
societies, Tract societies, & we think, we may very safely 
say, more than 150,000 actual members of religious socie- 
ties! Does this appear quite the dreary waste of moral des- 
olation,our, brethren would represent our country tobe? Do 
these Icok so much like degenerating symtoms as our Obser- 
ver would represent? But yét, much remains to be done. 

Send’us your ministers, we ‘will thank vou; but remember, 
they will expect a greater@compensation than our minis- 
ters do, without ca‘c ‘tating todo as much labour; and un- 
Jess they posséss more piety and talent than ours, and in- 
deed, than most of those who have: visited us, from the 

LE. they will not be as favourably received as: those who 
‘have grown pp.among us. _ : 

_ .°The people of the we§t, seem to have imbibed the idex 
that the doctrine which teaches that no man is fit to preach 
the gospel, but who has been qualified east of the Moun- 

* tains, deserves to be exploded. Ed. 


- —>-— 


Christian Knowledge Society, England. 


The number of subscribing members to this institutign 

is 14,650, of whom 635 were added last year.—T wenty 
“new Diocesan and District Committees have been formed; 
and the general operations of the Society have been en- 
larged. Books to the amount of /1000 value have been 
placed at the disposal of a benevolent Irish Association. 
‘The establishment of parochial lending libraries, is an ob- 
ject of much attention with the Society at present—and is 

. growing in importance in proportion to the gradual im- 
provement of the young in education. In 1819, the Soci- 
ty opened a shop in Fleet-street, for the sale of anti-infidel 
publications; and it has answered the purpose intended 
by the Board in an effectual manner—it will be continued. 
Here, Bibles, Testaments, and Prayer-books are sold at 
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gost, and other books and Tracts at a very trifling advance 
on the cost-price. A similar establishment has been 
made at Bath, with complete success, and the same plan 
is in agitation at Liverpool and Bristol. 

From April 1821 to April 1822 the Society distributed 
to its members; or gratuitously, 32,035 Bibles, 54,270 
‘Testaments, 90,855 Prayer-books, 81,943 other bound 
books, 963,229 small Tracts and papers making a total 
of 1,222,382. 

The receipts of the Society during the same term were 
153,730 Qs. 1d.—the expenditures /48,856 3s. 1d. 

This Society maintains four schools in Calcutta, for the 
instruction of the natives, all of which are in a flourishing 
state. A thirst for improvement is manifestly increasing, 
and in a spot where two or three years ago, the Commit- 
tee made repeated attempts in vain, to procure ground and 
open a school, the natives themselves have now come 
forward, obtained the ground and eatnestly solicited the 
establishment of a school. Several applications have also 
been made from the outskirts of the city for detached 
schools, and satisfactory arrangements will probably be 
made for opening them, 


— 
Methodist Episcopal Missionary Society. 

New Yors—The fourth anniversary was held May 21. From the 
Annual Report it appeared that the funds of the Institution, and the 
number of its auxiliary societies have been considerably increased the 
past year, The receipts of the Treasury amounted to $8,931 21— 
the disbursements were $3,740 22; besides various amounts pledged 
to particular objectsgbut not yet actually paid out. Nineteen Mis- 
sionaries are employed by the Society; and theirexertions have en- 
joyed the smiles of the Great head of the Church. The mission a- 
mong the Wyandot Indians bas been particularly successful. Seve- 
ral of the Chiefs, it is'stated, have not only embraced Christianity, 
but become preachers to their brethren. The Church formed a- 
mong them consists of 154 membeis, who manifest great zeal in the 
cause of Christ. ‘The school consists of about 60 scholars, and is in a 
flourishing state. Other missions among the Cherokees and Creeks 
are in quite an incipient state, but yield encouragement to’ persever- 
ance, e | 

Fifty-two auxiliary and branch societies have become connected 
with this Institution within the four years of its existence. Address- 
es at_once appropriate, forcible, and eloquent were delivered at thé 
meeting by Rev, Messfs. Dow, Soule, Bangs and Ross. 
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British and Foreign Bible Society.—This Society, at its 
own expense entirely, has printed or translated the Scrip- 
tures, wholly or in part, in 27 languages or dialects—and 
has aided Foreign Societies or individuals in the printing 
or translating of the Scriptures into 103 languages or dia- 
lects more. Ofthese 41 have been re-prints from author- 
ized versions, 6 re-translations, 50 in languages and dia- 
ects in which they were never printed before the institu- 
tion of the Society, and 43 new translations, in progress. 


A CURIOSITY. 
Baton Rouge, March 21. 

We have been shown a horn of neculiar form and size, 
which was found with the skeleton of the animal to which 
it belonged, about twenty miles above this piace, near 
False river.—The horn is seven inches in length, and has 
thirty prongs, the distribution of which renders its form 
not unlike that of the reindeer; it is half an inch in diame- 
ter, near its junction with the skull, and becomes gradual- 
iy smaller after each bifurcation, until the prongs are not 
more thanthe tenth of an inch in diameter, and termin- 
ates in a point— it is semi-transparent, and nearly the col- 
our of ebony; the skeleton is reported to be about the size 
of that ofaracoon. Neither its history nor the existence 
of animals ofa similar description are known by those 
with whom we have conversed on the subj-ct—every in- 
formation relative to the same, will be received and insert- 
ed with pleasure. 





+r {a = —- & 
From the Georgia Journal. 
Messrs. E-ditors.—Riding in company with a gentleman 
from Lexington on Thursday night ak, a singular phe- 
nomenon presented itselfto our view. As neither the gen- 
tleman nor myself have heard or read of a similar effect 
having been produced from such a cause, we should be 
ad to have the opinion of some of your philosophical cor- 
respondents 6n the subject. * 
The object exhibited a brilliant phosphorescent appear- 
ance, in the form of a large snake, and as the head moved 
forw ards, it left behind it ‘along train*of the most beautt- 
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ful scintill, which remained unextinguished for several 
ininutes. From the movements of the phenomenon, we 
were conscious that so great a quantity of phosphoric mat- 
ter issued from an animal; and being anxious to ascertain 
what kind of creature It was, my companion went to a 
neighboring house for a light. On his return, we found 
that a common frog was the source from whence so much 
brilliant matter emanated. 

That certain bodies have the property of absorbing the 
rays of light—of retaining them for some time, and of a- 
odin evolving them unchanged and unaccompanied by sen- 
sible heat, is a fact well known: such are those phosphors 
which are owing to putrefaction, as rotten wood, very 
stale meat, and some sorts of stale fish, as oysters, lobsters, 
flounders, whitings, &c; and that others are the parts of 
animated bodies, as the Crcindela, or glow worm, :s also 
known to philosophers; but I have never understood that 
any of the species of Rana was capable of emiting so 
large a quantity of phosphoric light. 

Yours, &c. Mepicus. 
Madison, May 0th. 


TO PATRONS. 

_ Necessity constrains us to call on our patrons for pecuniary as- 
sistance, at this time. ‘The money received for the Trumpet, has 
not met half the current expences of the work; we therefore wish: 
our friends, to afford us some assistance in this, a peculiarly needy time. 
We wish them also to remember, that those who did not pay on re- 
ceiving the first number, are required to pay one dollar. We hope 
this, our first call, may not be in vain. Ed. 

-——t GD 
NATIONAL JUBILEE, 

With the Editor of the “Family Visitor,’ we would say, it affords 
us peculiar pleasure to learn, that in many places, the 4th of July was 
celebrated religiously. In Norfolk, Washington, Baltimore, Alexan- 
dria, I’redericksburg h, Petersburgh, and other places, the day was 
honoured with something like religious respect and pious expression 
of gratitude. We have the pleasure also, of saying, that all the cele- 
brative exercises of the day, held under the direction of the commit- 
tee of arrangement, appointed by the citizens of Dayton, were of a 
religious character. ‘he entire of our celébration was performed 
inthe house of God ; and all the ministers of the Gospel, belonging to 
the place, were eng aged therein. No public dinner! No drinking# 
but from “the chry stal fount.” Nonoise and clamor, but peace and 
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quietness; as on a Sabbath of the Lord. To us, this kind of reform 
svems to indicate a redeeming sptrit among the people, which invites 





the springing of hope. ; Ed. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL TRUMPET, 
“Man often mourns amid the gayest seasons.” 
Long have the muses tun’d the lyre 9 Sing to the rising day. 
Tou chant the joysof Spring; § Thousands ofbeings ope their eyes 
Shall then a feeble hand aspire, % From bounteous nature blest; 
To touch an humbler string? = § While man, poor man, o’er labour 
Unskill’d in music’s melting pow- $ sighs, 
ers, § With fears, and cares opprest. 
These notes so coarse and wild, 9 Pocr mortal, this thy Jot alone, 
Were sung to the departed hours, —‘T'o wipe the tearful eye; 
When happier moments smil’d. , To heave the agonizing groan, 
Adieu to seasons that have past, g§ And breathe the anxious sigh! 
Which scorn’d with us to dwell; 9 What is the cause? this it must be; 
Even angry Winter trowns his last,, ‘The mind dwells on the past, 
And whispers, “fare you well.” § Or dreads a dark futurity, 


Now Pheebus, with a brilliant ray,e With gloomy cloulds o’ercast. 








His fiery cltariot rolls, » The imraortal principle within, 
Curtailing night, & scattering day,, Extorts those heavy groans, ~ 
To Lapland’s frozen poles. » For broken laws, the cause of sin, 
The pregnant earth, presentsin § Which*tell-tale conscience 
« haste, - ° owns,” 
Her millions to the sky, 4, But hope, the evergreen of time, 
Yielding from her nutritiousbreast 2 Springs in the human breast, 
A bountiful supply. 4, Through every age,inevery clime, 
The trees, they garments now re-2 _[n various colours dress’d. 
sume; § Hope grafted on an earthly sod, 
They ask no Valet’s aid, ° Must wither droop and die; 
Adorn’d in nature’s rich costume, § But when it%s firmly fiix’d on God, 
To form the grand parade. ° Lives to eternity ! 
r Each floweret burstsitssilken § Age saps the brightest beautic’s 
tomb, ° bloo 
Which long in embryo lay, 5 Death kills, and feels no ruth; 
Rich, both in color and perfume, ° Hope looks beyond the moulder- 
To kiss the showers of May, §$% ing tomb, 
‘The joyful flocks, o’er grassy Q For an immortal youth. 
plains, S Ss. W. 
In sportive gambols stray ; Q 
While cheerful birds, in artless % 
strains, ° 
Es te 
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